WEST COAST TRAIL
Port Renfrew - Bamfield

THE WEST COAST TRAIL

Please read this package entirely as it also contains our cancellation policies and other vital
information.
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Health & Fitness
Come prepared
Playwest Mountain Experience trips can be challenging and the WCT is one of our hardest.
Our guests will be responsible for their own personal gear including tents, sleeping bag,
clothing, as well as food and a portion of the group gear. With that said, pack weights
generally range from 35-45lbs per person, depending on the length of stay.
Please ensure that you are healthy and fit before you arrive. Make sure to start training for
your adventure as soon as you book so that you can fully enjoy the experience. Playwest
guides are well versed in taking breaks and making sure EVERYONE is comfortable.
However, the safety of our guests and guides is imperative and a fit group reduces the
chance of injury and dealing with an emergency situation in the backcountry.

Itinerary
This itinerary is subject to change - the exact schedule including daily distances hiked will
be dictated by factors such as weather and safety, as well as group strength and
preferences

Day 1: Victoria – Port Renfrew
We will offer pickup at your choice of 2 different locations in Victoria between
10:30-11:30am to start our trip. The Inn at Laurel Point (680 Montreal Street – 10:30am),
Days Inn Victoria on the Harbor (427 Belleville Street –10:45am). From here we will depart
to the town of Port Renfrew to take part in the Parks Canada WCT orientation at 2:00pm at
the Gordon River Trailhead before checking into our accommodation for the evening in
Port Renfrew. Upon checking into your accommodation there will be a group dinner where
your guides will debrief the group about the schedule, distribute rented gear and food, and
answer any questions. Accommodation is included as part of your package tonight (based
on double occupancy)*. The group dinner is at your own cost.
*single room options available for an additional cost of $199/person

Day 2: Port Renfrew – Gordon River Trailhead – Thrashers Cove (6kms hiked)
We will start bright and early this morning to catch the 8:30 am ferry over to the Gordon
River trailhead and the start of the West Coast Trail. The distance traveled today is short,
however it is tough and slow, so we will take our time and enjoy the scenery of our first day
of hiking. Our campsite at Thrasher Cove is a starting and finishing point for many hikers
who will be tackling the trail. Tonight will be an opportunity to share stories of the trails
with other hikers, and enjoy our first dinner together on the trail
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Day 3: Thrasher Cove – Campers Bay (8 kms hiked)
Today, if tides and weather allow, we will climb around Owens Point, maneuver around
driftwood, beach boulders, and sandstone bluffs while keeping a keen eye on the tide
levels. If the tides and/or weather are not working in our favour then it will be a full day in
the forest working our way over mud, roots, ladders and fallen trees. This is a very
interesting day either way and will get our trip started on the right foot with some stunning
views and some technical terrain.

Day 4: Campers Bay – Walbran Creek (9 kms hiked)
Are you ready to get muddy? Today may be the most difficult portion of the hike, but will
also be the most rewarding! Due to the difficulty level of today’s hike, the distance covered
will be considerably shorter than some of the upcoming days, however you can expect it to
be one of the longest days of the trip. This portion of the trail includes multiple ladders,
suspension bridges, and a cable car crossing! Dinner in front of a campfire with a west
coast sunset will taste especially good after this rigorous day!

Day 5: Walbran Creek – Cribs Creek (11 kms hiked)
Today’s route will be dependent on the ocean tides and will be determined by the guides
early in the morning. Both options are beautiful and rewarding in their own way - next to
the ocean or deep in the rainforest - either option will provide stunning views and wildlife
sightings. Our destination for camp tonight is Cribs Creek; on our way we will pass
Carmanah Lighthouse where the Pacific Ocean meets the Strait of Juan de Fuca, another
amazing point of exploration!

Day 6: Cribs Creek – Tsusiat Falls (17 kms hiked)
This morning we will rise and shine bright and early to get ready for a 17km day of hiking.
Today’s distance is the longest of the trip, but the terrain is fairly moderate and will be far
less strenuous than the previous 4 days. An absolute highlight of the WCT is stopping in at
The Crab Shack at the Nitinat Narrows. Fresh crab off the dock, fully loaded baked
potatoes, chips, chocolate bars and even an ice cold beer await. Bring cash only though as
they do not take credit or debit.
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Day 7: Tsusiat Falls – Michigan Creek (13 kms hiked)
After eating breakfast and packing up camp we will depart Tsusiat Falls after spending
some time to snap some photos and enjoy the sunrise. Today we will cover 13 km of some
tough forest terrain, including more ladders and bridges, on our way to our final camp at
Michigan Creek Campground. Today’s hike is full of exciting features like ropes, ladders,
and cable cars crossing rivers! This is a fun and eventful day with plenty of photo
opportunities at beautiful locations. Feel free to eat whatever is left in your pack and
lighten your load for the last day of hiking tomorrow!

Day 8: Michigan Creek – Pachena Bay Trailhead – Bamfield – Victoria (12 kms hiked)
We will have 12kms of easy-moderate terrain to cover as a finale today. After a rest stop at
the Pachena Lighthouse and a viewpoint where we will hopefully see some sea lions, we
will hike out to Pachena Bay Trailhead around lunchtime. At Pachena Bay a BCA Tours van
will be waiting for us to go for a celebration meal and drink. Lunch at the local pub is
included in the package price (drinks on your own). After our celebration meal we will load
back into the van and drive back to Victoria and drop guests off at 1 of the 3 listed locations
of their choice. Congratulations - you have now finished the West Coast Trail!
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How to book
Deposits
In order to secure your spot Playwest requires a 25% non refundable deposit. We require
the remaining balance 30 days prior to your departure date.

Individual bookings
In the event that a guest books a trip and the trip does not meet the minimum group
requirements, the following policies apply.
The individual guest may continue with the scheduled trip but may be subject to an additional
surcharge. If the individual is flexible with their dates, Playwest will make every attempt to move
them to a different date/trip in order to limit additional fees.
If additional guests join the individually booked trip, up to the maximum guest numbers, the
individual will only pay the rack rate of the booked trip. In the event the individual does not want
to continue with the booking the following cancellation policy applies.

Cancellation Policy
Participants who wish to cancel their Trip at least 90 days before the trip departure date,
will receive a refund of the full amount less the non refundable deposit.
In the event that a guest wishes to cancel 90 days out from their trip or more and would
like to reschedule their trip Playwest will apply the full amount paid to another Playwest trip
within 12 months of the cancellation. This will be a one time option.
Playwest will not provide a refund in any amount if the Participant cancels the Trip on less
than 90 days notice before the Trip departure date, or after the trip has begun, for any
reason.

Weather
Weather on the WCT can be challenging. Rain and misting create incredibly slippery
surfaces. With any luck we will also enjoy sunny days too. Here are some important notes
about average weather on the trail .
●
●
●
●

Daily Avg. Temp for June is 12.6c
Daytime high 16c
Nighttime low is 9.1c
Avg rainfall for June 105mm

The importance of the right gear is key to having an enjoyable trip.
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Gear
The key to enjoying your multi-day trip with Playwest is to have the right gear. This is a list
of suggested items. Keep in mind that quantities may vary based on the number of days of
your trip. If you have any questions please feel free to contact us at any time.

Guest Gear
Clothing - Layering is the key, leave the cotton at home, this is a suggested guideline
and is dependent on personal preference and quantities depend on trip length.
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Base layers - Top & bottoms, good for cool days and evenings
Pants - Soft Shell/Synthetic, quick dry/water resistant
Short sleeved top
Long sleeved top
Insulated Mid Layer - Down/Softshell/fleece
Jacket/Shell - Waterproof, with hood, breathable (Gore-tex or similar)
Camp Clothes- Bare min, stowed in a dry bag (water proof). This is good if gear from the day
is wet or damp.
○ Synthetic/wool top
○ Quick Dry pant
Socks & Underwear - quantities are dependent on trip length
Gloves - Medium to lightweight (preferably quick dry)
Gaiters - Must fit over your boots (Not required but definitely handy to have)
Toque - Wool, Synthetic (Quick Dry)
Sun Hat - Brimmed
Sunglasses - Preferably with UV protection
Headlamp - bring a spare set of fresh batteries
Water Bottle - Min. 1L. Bladders are ok, but not ideal
Lightweight camp shoes - Crocs...yep I said it. They are light, comfy and can work well for
creek crossings
Toiletries - Toothbrush & paste, TP (in a ziplock), Hand sanitizer, facemask, foot care kit,
sunscreen (SPF 30). Please only bring the essentialsBase layers (Top/Bottom) - Mountain
weather can change quickly (freezing temps, rain, sleet, snow, wind, heat, sun may be
experienced)
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Technical Gear (* Rentals are available)
●

●
●
●
●
●
●

Hiking boots - Backpacking specific boots are recommended. Please make sure
your boots are well broken-in prior to your departure date! Do not show up
with NEW BOOTS.
*Backpack - Should have an internal frame and be no less than 60L
*Tent - 3 or 4 Season tent, backpacking specific (No Canadian Tire Coleman 8 person
tents please ; )
*Sleeping Bag - We recommend a minimum -5°c bag. Cool nights are a reality.
*Sleeping Pads - Inflatable/Insulated or closed cell foam
*Bowl, Mug, Spork (Spoon fork combination)
*Water Bottle (Min. 1L) or Bladder

Emergency Equipment
The Playwest guiding team will carry the following.
●
●
●
●
●
●

Emergency communication device
VHF Radio
Group first aid kit
Repair kit
Emergency shelter
Fire starter

Rental Gear
Playwest will have rental gear available at an additional cost. See what we have available
below. For trips longer than 2 consecutive days with Playwest are entitled to a pro-rated
price. Ask for details.
●
●
●
●
●
●

Backpack (60L) - $25/day
1 & 2 Person 3 Season tents - $25
Sleeping bag - $20
Sleeping pads - $15/day
Bowl, Mug, Spork - $5/day
Water Bottle - $2/day

If you have any questions please feel free to contact us at chris.playwest@gmail.com
or 250-341-7283.
Thanks for your interest in Playwest Mountain Experiences. We look forward to
hiking with you in the future.
7
Playwest Mountain Experiences
250-341-7283 or chris.playwest@gmail.com

